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Sermon for Feb 11, 2018  
Passing the Mantle  
2 Kings 2:1-14 an Mark 2:2-9  
The Reverend Roger Pancost 

 
A couple of weeks ago I was working in my office when our Administrative               

Assistant, Janet Davis, informed me that I had a telephone call from someone             
named, Peter Robison. Janet, who does a wonderful job of protecting me from             
salespeople, sounded hesitant in putting this individual through to me. Although           
Janet did not recognize this name, I did. Peter Robinson is the current pastor of the                
church in Lansing that I grew up in. 

My first thought when I heard Peter’s name is that he was calling to tell me                
something serious about one of my family members who in Lansing. (Isn’t it             
amazing how we clergy can cause anxiety simply by making a phone call?) But              
that wasn’t the case. 

I soon learned that Peter didn’t call because he had bad news to share; he               
called to extend an invitation. Pilgrim Congregational, United Church of Christ, is            
celebrating its 125th anniversary this year and Peter was calling to ask if I would be                
a speaker at a special dinner.  

This invitation is not being extended because of my great theological           
insights, but rather because I grew up in that church. The anniversary committee is              
asking me to reflect on my experiences with that congregation. 

After checking our family calendar, I called Peter back and told him that I              
would be delighted to speak that evening. It will be an honor for me to reflect on                 
the important role that the people of Pilgrim Church played in my life. The love               
they shared with me began when I was an infant being cared for in the church                
nursery. Throughout my childhood and teen years I had wonderful Sunday School            
teachers and youth advisors. Those individuals, and many others, made me feel            
loved and supported. The people of that church also demonstrated what it meant to              
live your faith. 

The people of Pilgrim Church gave me the opportunity to not only explore             
my faith, but also to express it. Speaking on Youth Sundays was an important part               
of my faith journey. Members of that church recognized my gifts for ministry and              
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encouraged me to explore those gifts. With great joy they stood with me on the day                
of my ordination and sent me into the world with their blessings.  

In the same way that I was nurtured in my faith by the people of Pilgrim                
Church, a young farmer by the name of Elisha was nurtured in his faith by an older                 
prophet named Elijah. As that story goes, Elisha was plowing a field on his              
family’s farm, when Elijah came along and threw his mantle about him. A mantle              
is a piece of clothing that indicates a prophet’s authority. In placing his mantle on               
Elisha, Elijah is welcoming him as a future prophet. 

In the years that follow, Elijah mentors Elisha regarding what it means to             
speak for God. When the time comes for Elijah to depart from the earth, Elisha               
asks to receive a double portion of Elijah’s spirit. It is clear that he wishes to carry                 
on the important work of Elijah.  

In an amazing moment of mystery, Elijah is taken up in a fiery chariot as               
Elisha watches. As Elijah is ascending he throws his mantle to the ground. Elisha              
then picks up Elijah’s mantle, indicating that the authority of Elijah has been             
passed to him.  

This is where the phrase, “picking up the mantle” comes from. It refers to              
one person passing on their position, or their authority, to another. It was because              
Elijah encouraged and supported Elisha, that he was able to go on and do the work                
of God.  

The story of Jesus being transfigured on a mountain also has an element of              
“picking up the mantle.” For three years Jesus has taught his disciples about the              
kingdom of God with his words and with his actions. As Jesus is about to enter                
Jerusalem, he knows that his ministry will soon come to a close. It is therefore               
important for the disciples to continue the work that Jesus has started. 

The experience that James, John and Peter have on the mountain with Jesus             
will, in time, inspire them to do the important work that Jesus is passing on to                
them. They will have the authority to be witnesses to the hope and love of God. It                 
is because Jesus encouraged and supported the disciple that they are able to go on               
and do the work of God.  

Just as Elijah was a mentor to Elisha, and Jesus was a mentor to the               
disciples, every one of us as individuals, and as a church, are mentors to the               
younger generations. In a recent Stillspeaking Daily Devotion the Reverend Tony           
Robison reminds us of this point when he asks, “As we grow older, what’s our job?                
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Do we have something important to do?” Tony Robinson then writes, “Sometimes            
in the world of generational cohorts, taking care of number one, and AARP interest              
group lobbying, we may forget that the job of those who are mature isn’t just to                
watch out for themselves, it’s to prepare the next generation, to encourage and             
strengthen a new generation.” 

Robinson invites us to reflect on who we might mentor, asking, “Whose            
gifts and leadership are you called to summon, encourage and strengthen? And in             
our congregations, how are we who have held the reins of power doing at letting go                
and empowering others? Which next generation person can I pray for, encourage            
and strengthen today?” (UCC Stillspeaking Daily Devotion, January 30, 2018, Tony Robison) 

You don’t have to qualify for membership with AARP to be a faith mentor              
to someone who is younger. Every one of us can offer love and support to those                
who are younger. Every one of us can be an encourager. 

Not every person in a church has the same role in mentoring the next              
generations. There are some who have the opportunity to work face-to-face with            
young people as Sunday School teachers, youth workers, and music directors.           
Others have the opportunity to encourage and support children and youth after they             
have led worship, or been involved in some other activity. Some people offer their              
support through financial gifts, while others hold young people in their prayers.  

Every person in the church helps to create a safe environment where            
children can explore their faith. There is a famous saying that it takes a village to                
raise a child. It is my observation that it takes a church to raise a child of faith. 

This is a timely subject for us to reflect on as this church prepares to hold its                 
annual meeting. For over fifty years, this ever-changing congregation has helped to            
mentor countless young people through education, worship and service         
opportunities.  

It is heartening to look around this congregation today and see so many             
children and youth seeking to receive these same gifts. And so I invite each one of                
us to reflect on these questions: 

How might I continue to encourage and strengthen younger people?  

Who might I pray for? 

Who might I pass on the mantle of authority to? 

 



4 
 

Whose gifts and leadership am I called to summon and strengthen? 

Who might I encourage to prophetically speak out against the injustices of            
our time? 

The beautiful thing is that the young people who we are encouraging and             
supporting today are the ones who will be encouraging and supporting the            
generations that follow them. That is how it is when you pick up the mantle. Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


