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Sermon for April 23 

Find a Reason to Laugh 

The Reverend Roger Pancost 

When there is so much sadness and despair in the world it may seem like a 
frivolous thing to hold a Holy Humor Sunday in Church. While it is important to 
never lose sight of the problems facing our lives, and the issues facing the world at 
large, it is also important to remember that laughter is a gift that can help bring 
restoration. The wise author of Ecclesiastes wrote, “For everything there is a 
season, and a time for every matter under heaven: a time to weep, and a time to 
laugh.’ 

This morning I am offering us a time to laugh. You may not find that 
everything that is shared makes you laugh out loud, but I hope that it at least brings 
a smile to your face, and lightens your soul a little bit.  

I begin with a joke that is titled, What Price a Sermon? 

One Easter Sunday the Reverend Jones announced to his congregation, 'My good 
people, I have here in my hands three sermons......  
A $100 sermon that lasts five minutes 
A $50 sermon that lasts fifteen minutes 
And a $20 sermon that lasts a full hour.  
Now, we'll take the collection and see which one I'll deliver.'  

Speaking of clergy, a member of the church recently sent me this story titled, 
The Pastor’s Cat. 

         A pastor had a kitten that climbed up a tree in his backyard and then 
was afraid to come down.  The pastor coaxed, offered warm milk, etc. The kitty 
would not come down.  The tree was not sturdy enough to climb, so the pastor 
decided that if he tied a rope to his car and pulled it until the tree bent down, he 
could then reach up and get the kitten. 
 
        That's what he did, all the while checking his progress in the car.  He then 
figured if he went just a little bit farther, the tree would be bent sufficiently for him 
to reach the kitten.  But as he moved the car a little farther forward, the rope broke. 
The tree went 'boing!' and the kitten instantly sailed through the air - out of sight. 
 
           The pastor felt terrible.  He walked all over the neighborhood asking people 
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if they'd seen a little kitten.  No, nobody had seen a stray kitten.   So he prayed, 
'Lord, I commit this kitten to your keeping,' and went on about his business.  
 
           A few days later the pastor was at the grocery store, and met one of his 
church members.  He happened to look into her shopping cart and was amazed 
to see cat food.  This woman was a cat hater and everyone knew it, so he asked her, 
'Why are you buying cat food when you hate cats so much?' 

           She replied, 'You won't believe this', and then told him how her little girl 
had been begging her for a cat, but she kept refusing.  Then a few days later, the 
child had begged again, so the Mom finally told her little girl, 'Well, if God gives 
you a cat, I'll let you keep it.'  She told the pastor, 'I watched my child go out in the 
yard, get on her knees, and ask God for a cat.  And really, Pastor, you won't believe 
this, but I saw it with my own eyes.  A kitten suddenly came flying out of the blue 
sky, with its paws outspread, and landed right in front of her.' 

Here’s one for our choir members: 

            Charlie thought he sounded great in the shower when he sang. He decided 
to join the church choir uninvited, but he never went to rehearsals.  

           Charlie would show up late for the Sunday morning service, and never knew 
when to start nor to stop when the choir sang. Several choir members went to the 
pastor to complain about the problem, and asked the pastor to talk to Charlie. 

           The pastor quickly confronted Charlie, saying, “Five or six people in the 
choir have told me that you can’t sing.” 

          “That’s nothing” Charlie replied. “I’ve heard at least 40 or 50 people tell me 
that you can’t preach.” 

            Clergy are not the only ones who show up in humorous stories. Take, for 
example, these stories that involve individuals from the medical profession. 

            An elderly gentleman had serious hearing problems for a number of years. 
The gentleman went to the doctor, who fit him with a set of hearing aids that 
allowed him to hear 100%. 

           The gentleman went back in a month to the doctor and the doctor said, 
“Your hearing is perfect. Your family must be really pleased that you can hear 
again.” 
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           The gentleman replied, “Oh, I haven’t told my family yet. I just sit around 
and listen to their conversations… I’ve changed my Will three times!” 

            Dr, John Morreall has collected examples of poor medical communication. 
The following are actual statements that doctors have written on patients’ charts: 

1. On the second day her knee was better, and on the third day it disappeared 
completely. 

2. Patient has been depressed ever since she began seeing me in 1996, 
3. Patient has two teenage children, but no other abnormalities. 
4. The patient is a 79-year-old widow who no longer lives with her husband. 
5. Discharge status: alive but without permission. 

 Hospital regulations require a wheel chair for patients being discharged. 
However, a student nurse found one elderly gentleman already dressed and 
sitting on the bed with a suitcase at his feet, and he insisted he didn’t need 
her help to leave the hospital. After a chat about rules being rules, he 
reluctantly let the student nurse wheel him to the elevator. On the way down, 
she asked him if his wife was meeting him. “I don’t know,” he said. “She’s 
still upstairs in the bathroom changing out of her hospital gown.” 

                 Here are a few statements sent to me by a member of this church. They 
are titled, Christian One Liners. 

● Don't let your worries get the best of you; Remember, Moses started out as a 
basket case. 

● Some people are kind, polite, and thoughtful until you try to sit in their 
pews. 

● Many folks want to serve God, But only as advisers. 
● It is easier to preach ten sermons than it is to live one. 
● Quit griping about your church; If it was perfect, you couldn't belong. 
● We're called to be witnesses, not lawyers or judges. 
● Some minds are like concrete. Thoroughly mixed up and permanently set.      

             I  don’t think that any Holy Humor Sunday is complete without sharing 
some bulletin bloopers. These are comments that have been printed in church 
bulletins. You may have heard some of these before but I hope they still bring a 
smile to your face: 
Coming Up—Theological Open House. We discuss thought-provoking topics. 
Your opinions are hardly welcome. 
• Thursday night – potluck supper. Prayer and medication to follow. 
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• Remember in prayer the many who are sick of our church and the community. 
• Next Sunday, a special collection will be taken to defray the cost of the new 
carpet. All those wishing to do something on the new carpet will come forward 
and get a piece of paper. 
• Barbara remains in the hospital and needs blood donors for more transfusions. 
She is also having trouble sleeping and requests tapes of Pastor Jack's sermons. 
• Eight new choir robes are currently needed, due to the addition of several new 
members and to the deterioration of some older ones. 
• The church will host an evening of fine dining, superb entertainment, and 
gracious hostility. 
• The outreach committee has enlisted 25 visitors to make calls on people who 
are not afflicted with any church. 

• The Rector will preach his farewell message after which the choir will sing 
"Break Forth into Joy." 

         I conclude with this traditional Irish blessing. 

May you always have walls for the winds, a roof for the rain, tea beside the fire, 
laughter to cheer you, those you love near you and all your heart might desire. 
Amen.  

 


