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Sermon for Easter 2017  
April 16, 2017  
Transformed!  
John 20:1-18  
The Reverend Roger Pancost 

Intro Joke 

One Easter a UCC Pastor and a taxi driver both died and went to heaven. St. Peter                 
was at the pearly gates waiting for them. 

“Come with me,” said St. Peter to the taxi driver. 

The taxi driver did as he was told and followed St. Peter to a mansion. It had                 
everything you could imagine…from a bowling alley to an Olympic size           
swimming pool. 

“Oh my, thank you,’ said the taxi driver. 

Next, St. Peter led the UCC pastor to a rough old shack with a bunk bed and a little                   
old television set. 

“Wait, I think you are a little mixed up,” said the UCC pastor. “Shouldn’t I be the                 
one who gets the mansion? After all I was a pastor who served the church               
faithfully for over 35 years!” 

“Yes, that is true,” St. Peter responded, “But during your Easter sermons people             
slept. When the taxi driver drove, everyone prayed.” 

Sermon  

Okay friends, it is up to you to determine whether or not I get a mansion or a                  
shack in the afterlife… 

I begin this sermon by going back in time to March 1st of this year. In                
addition to being my wedding anniversary, it was also the day of our annual Ash               
Wednesday service. During the service I shared that the Worship Committee and I             
chose “transformation” as a theme for Lent. I went on to say that we asked the                
members of the Board of Fine Arts to create an adornment for the sanctuary              
representing the concept of “transformation.” 

If you look up the word “transformation” in a dictionary you find that it is               
defined as the process of being transformed. To be transformed is to change in              
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form, appearance, structure, condition, character, or nature.  

The members of the Board of Fine Arts, under the guidance of our resident              
weaver, Doug Webster, created the beautiful weaving that hangs behind me. This            
weaving was created out of sweaters that were transformed into felted wool and             
then transformed into a piece of art. 

Today, this weaving has been transformed further with the addition of           
butterflies. As I shared with the children earlier in this service, these butterflies             
were made from transformed magazine pages. 

These adornments, which add to our worship experience, represent human          
transformation. Throughout our lives we experience numerous changes. The         
physical changes that our bodies go through as we age are an example of              
transformation. We also experience transformation in terms of our knowledge and           
our world view.  

Another form of transformation that takes place has to do with matters of             
faith. The beliefs that we held as children, and young adults, often are not the same                
beliefs that we hold later in life. These beliefs are altered by our studies, our life                
experiences, as well through the people we meet. 

Our church’s Worship Committee, and I, offered our Wednesday night          
Lenten Programs as a time to reflect on personal transformation. Each week we             
introduced a biblical figure who had experienced a transformation in his or her life. 

These figures included a rich tax-collector named Zacchaeus who becomes           
a generous giver, a Samaritan woman who found freedom to move forward in her              
life, an Ethiopian who opened himself to new theological understandings, a queen            
named Esther who found the courage to save her people from destruction, and the              
boy Samuel who accepted God’s call to speak to his people. 

After introducing each biblical figure, we invited participants to engage in a            
simple art activity. It was our hope that these art activities would open people to               
see ways in which they were experiencing transformation. Or, ways in which they             
hoped to be transformed.  

If you weren’t able to attend any of our Lenten programs…don’t despair. In             
just a few minutes the ushers will be distributing art supplies so that you can               
engage in a time of reflection. I thought it would be nice if each one of you made a                   
macramé cross this morning! 
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No, that really isn’t going to happen. We aren’t going to do an art project               
this morning, but we do have the wonderful opportunity to reflect on the             
transformation of another biblical figure. Her name is Mary. 

Mary was from the village of Magdala and therefore became known as Mary             
Magdalene. At one point in her life Mary met Jesus and he offered healing to her.                
From that moment on she became a devoted follower and used her resources to              
support Jesus. Although Mary is never identified in the scriptures as a disciple, the              
fact that she refers to Jesus as “rabbi” indicates that she was indeed one of his                
students. 

On the day that Jesus was crucified Mary was one of the women who stood               
nearby as a witness. In each of the four Gospels, Mary is listed as one of the                 
women who go to Jesus’ tomb on the first day of the week. In John’s telling of the                  
story, Mary is the only woman who makes this journey. 

Although Mary has already experienced transformation through her previous         
experiences with Jesus, there is yet another transformation that is about to take             
place. When Mary arrives at the tomb she is surprised that the stone covering the               
entrance has been rolled away. She immediately runs to Peter and another one of         
the disciples to report that the body of Jesus has been taken. After the two male                
disciples have come and gone, Mary encounters Jesus in the garden outside the             
tomb. Not knowing who she is speaking to at first, Mary is filled with wonder and                
awe when Jesus calls her by name.  

Mary’s very human response is to want to embrace Jesus, but he says to her,               
“Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my                   
brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father, to my God and your God.’                 
Mary Magdalene goes and announces to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord!” 

The grief that overwhelmed Mary as she made her way to the tomb is              
replaced with extreme joy as she is sent away from this place of death to proclaim                
to others that Jesus lives! Mary’s life is transformed in an amazing way as she               
becomes the first apostle of the Christian Church.  

In the same way that we invited participants at our Wednesday Night Lenten             
Programs to reflect on how the experience of transformation in the lives of various              
biblical figures speaks to our experience of transformation, I invite you to reflect             
on how Mary’s transformation at the tomb reflects your transformation this Easter            
morning. How are you transformed by your relationship with the living Christ? 
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Mary’s experience takes her from being overwhelmed with grief to a feeling            
of intense joy. How might you take joy back into the world as you leave this                
sanctuary later this morning? 

Mary went from being filled with fear that someone had taken the body of              
Jesus…to someone filled with great courage. What are the fears that are keeping             
you from proclaiming God’s love to others? How might you move beyond these             
fears as you step out in courage? 

Mary came to the tomb that morning feeling despair that all that Jesus had              
shared with her had come to an end. She left the garden feeling a renewed sense of                 
hope. There is much in our world today that leads us to feel despair. While it is                 
important that we not turn our attention away from these things, it is equally              
important that we not lose hope. How might you share hope with other people? 

The great transformation of Easter morning is meaningless if it does not            
transform us in some way. As we are transformed by the promise of this day, we                
are sent back into the world to be agents of transformation. 

If by chance, you are disappointed that we didn’t do a craft project this              
morning please see me after the service. I have plenty of left-over supplies from              
our Lenten programs. 

May we go forth from this time of worship, in great courage, sharing the joy               
and the hope of Easter.  Amen. 
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