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Sermon for May 7, 2017 

All the People 

Acts 2:42-47 

The Reverend Roger Pancost 

 

A number of years ago, at one of our church’s budget reconciliation            
meetings, it became clear that we weren’t going to have enough income to meet the               
expenses of the coming year. It was decided at that meeting that our church would               
hold an auction fund-raiser to help supplement the budget. Since that time, an             
auction fund-raiser has become an annual event. 

What we have discovered over the years is that this fund-raiser has more             
benefits than simply raising money for the church’s budget. One of these benefits             
is the way this event brings people together from every age group. There are young               
children joyfully playing games, seniors sharing a laugh around the table, and            
every age group in between joining in the fun. 

I thought about this event as I was reflecting on our reading from the Book               
of Acts, which offers a description of the early Christian community. I love how              
the author of Acts says that all the people were involved in the activities of the                
church – teaching, fellowship, worship, and prayer. While the author doesn’t say            
anything about the ages of the people participating, we can conclude that because             
they met in homes, entire families were present. This means that the age span              
would have ranged from infants to seniors. 

How wonderful it is that two thousand years later people from every age             
group continue to come together as the Church for teaching, fellowship, worship            
and prayer. In a recent UCC Still Speaking Daily Devotional the Reverend Matt             
Fitzgerald shares a touching intergenerational moment that occurred in the church           
he serves. He writes, 

 

 

“No one would ever say this: "I've got a great idea for a restaurant! Hungry                
senior citizens served by kids who argue when they're asked to clear the table."              
But each year our church hosts a luncheon for our elderly members. The servers              
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are our fifth graders. 
Last year I was seated next to an agitated senior. He wore a helmet               

because he'd lost his sense of balance. He spoke in a thick German accent. I               
waited tables as an adult. He would have scared me. 

When our child waiter came by, the old man reached out and grabbed the               
boy's wrist. "You look like my friend," he said, "from when I was a boy." The                
waiter set his tray of coffee down, and said, "Ah" in a child's gentle voice. 

Then he just stood there. He didn't seem flustered. He didn't know how to               
wait tables, didn't know what he was supposed to be doing. Instead, he stepped              
closer to the old man. In an instant their awkward handshake became something             
else; the two were holding hands. The old man talked about his friend. The boy               
asked a few questions about being a child in Germany. 

They held hands. The coffee got cold. They smiled at each other.             
Eventually the boy wandered off and the old man relaxed into his chair. 

And so it goes at church, where the waiters don't know how to do their                
jobs, the customers want more than lunch and we're all given more than we              
could ever hope to expect. 

(UCC Stillspeaking Daily Devotional, Matt Fitzgerald, April 26, 2017)  
The experience that Matt Fitzgerald describes is one that happens all the             

time…they are moments when the love of God is shared in seemingly            
insignificant ways, between individuals who you might not expect to make a            
connection. Despite the fact that these moments seem insignificant, they have           
the ability to transform lives. 

Our reading from the Book of Acts begins by saying that all of the people                
were in awe because many signs were being done by the apostles. When you              
hear this statement you may think of supernatural miracles happening. But what            
if the author means that people were in awe of the connections being made              
between individuals? Whenever two people connect in a loving manner there is            
reason for us to be in awe. 

Biblical scholar, Kathryn Matthews, has something to say about awe-filled           
experiences within the church. She writes, “What may be missing at times            
today…is not the teaching and learning, the fellowship, communion, or prayer,           
but the awe. The "wonders and signs" may be passing us by; every church, in its                
own way, experiences wonders both large and small that merit our time and             
attention. But so often, the many activities of our life as a congregation get              
added to our busy calendars as simply more stress, rather than as something             

 



3 
 

qualitatively different from "ordinary daily activities"--as ministries.”       
Reverend Matthews is not suggesting that we manufacture moments of          
awe…she is encouraging us to be aware of such moments which occur all of the               
time. (UCC Weekly Seeds for May 7, 2017) 

It is clear to me that the early Christians were spiritually fed by the               
relationships that they had with one another…including people from different          
age groups. These same relationships feed us today.  

In just a few minutes we will join together in the breaking of the               
bread…which is also known as communion. During your time of silent           
reflection I invite you to reflect on the relationships, and the experiences, within             
this church that feed you.  

If you are unable to bring to mind any relationships, or experiences, I              
encourage you to open yourself to receiving such a gift. It may be a smile from                
someone sitting near you in worship, a conversation in fellowship hall, or            
observing the joy of a young child. These moments may not seem all that              
significant and yet they are cause for awe. 

As Reverend Matt Fitzgerald so poignantly reminds us: And so it goes at              
church, where the waiters don't know how to do their jobs, the customers want              
more than lunch and we're all given more than we could ever hope to expect.               
Thanks be to God for all the people. Amen. 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 


